North American Bumble Bee Nest Survey 2009

Thank you for contributing to this research on the nesting preferences of North American bumble bees! Bumble bees are important pollinators for both agricultural and wild plants, but we know little about their natural history in North America. Your information is important for research on the nesting habits of bumble bees, and will contribute to future conservation efforts.

Please fill out the following survey and send it as an attachment to nestsurvey@yahoo.com. If your email cannot send attachments, you may copy and paste this entire survey into the body of a message sent to the email address above. 

For information on bumble bee anatomy, ecology, and species identification, please see the www.bumblebee.org website.

Before you proceed, please verify that the nest is occupied by bumble bees and not carpenter bees. A carpenter bee has an abdomen that appears shiny because it lacks hair, while a bumble bee has an abdomen that does not appear shiny because it is covered in hair.

Please answer as many of the following questions about the nest as possible. If you are uncertain, please type “Unknown” in the space provided.

	When did you first notice the nest?
	

	How often were bees entering and leaving the nest? For example: 1 bee per minute, 5 bees per minute, 1 bee per hour, etc.
	

	How many entrance holes are being used?
	

	Which direction(s) do(es) the entrance hole(s) face?
	

	Which of the following best describes the position of the nest relative to the ground: underground, on the surface of the ground, or above the ground?
	

	Please describe the site of the nest. For example: in pine leaves, in oak leaves, in a cinder block, in a bird house, under a flower pot, etc.
	

	Is the nest within 1 ft. of a landscape feature such as a fence, building, etc.? If so, please describe.
	


	Please choose one of the following to describe the amount of shade the nest receives: always shaded, only shaded in morning, only shaded in afternoon, never shaded.
	

	Which side of the nest is sheltered from wind? For example, the north side, south side, etc.
	

	Was the nest location previously occupied by mammals or birds?
	

	If yes, which?
	

	Was the nest location previously occupied by bees or wasps?
	

	If yes, were they bumble bees?
	

	Are you able to identify the species of bumble bee that currently occupies your nest? (please see the North American Species section of the www.bumblebee.org website for identification information)
	

	If yes, please give scientific name (for example, Bombus impatiens)
	

	
	

	
	

	Please give the zip code in which the nest is located.
	

	Please give the name of the town nearest to the nest.
	

	Are there other details that you think would be helpful to this study? If so, please list them here.
	

	
	

	
	

	If you are willing to help this study further by providing your email address, please do so here. Your address will not be distributed, and will only be used for follow-up questions to this survey. 
	


Once again, thank you for your participation! Every detail we learn about bumble bee natural history will aid in the conservation of these important pollinators! Please feel free to write to the email address listed above for information about this survey, or to send photos of the nest and/or the bumble bees occupying the nest.

This survey was modified from a similar effort by the Bumble Bee Conservation Trust in the United Kingdom.

